WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 
Internationa] Bureau 




PCX 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBUSHED UNDER THE PATENT (^OPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(51) International Patent Classification ^ : 
H04N 5/445 



Al 



(11) International Publication Numlier: WO 98/27723 

(43) International Publication Date: 25 June 1998 (25.06.98) 



(21) International AppUcation Number: PCTAJS97/23852 

(22) International Ffling Date: 19 December 1997 (19.12.97) 



(30) Priority Data: 
60/034.784 



19 December 1996 (19.12.96) US 



(71) Applicant {for all designated States except US): E GUIDE, 

INC. [US/US]; West Tower - 7th floor. 9100 Wilshire 
Boulevanl, Beverly Hills, OA 90212 (US). 

(72) Inventors; and 

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): YUEN, Henry. C. 
[US/US]; P.O. Box 1 159. Redondo Beach. CA 90278 (US). 
MANKOVrrZ. Roy, J. [US/US]; 18057 Medley Drive. 
Encino. CA 91316 (US). KWOH. Daniel. S. [US/US]; 3975 
Hampstead Road, La Canada/Hintridge. CA 91011 (US). 
LEUNG. Elsie. Y. [US/US]; 1302 Via Del Rey, South 
Pasadena, CA 91030 (US). 

(74) Agent: RAHN, URoy. T.; Christie, Paricer & Hale. LLP, P.O. 
Box 7068. Pasadena. CA 91 109-7068 (US). 



(81) Designated States: AL, AM. AT. AU. AZ, BA, BB. BG. BR. 
BY. CA. CH. CN, CU, CZ. DE, DK, EE, ES. FI. GB, GE. 
GH, GM, GW. HU. ID. IL. IS. JP. KE, KG. KP. KR, KZ, 
LC. LK. LR. LS. LT. LU. LV. MD. MG. MK. MN, MW, 
MX, NO. NZ, PL. PT. RO, RU. SD. SE, SG. SI. SK, SL. 
TJ, TM. TR. IT, UA, UG. US. UZ. VN. YU. ZW. ARIPO 
patent (GH, GM, KE. LS, MW. SD, SZ, UG. ZW), Eurasian 
patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG. KZ, MD. RU. TJ. TM), European 
patent (AT, BE, CH. DE, DK. ES, FI. FR. GB. GR, IE. IT, 
LU. MC. NL. PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF. BJ. CF, CG. CI. 
CM. GA. GN. ML. MR. NE. SN, TD, TG). 



Published 

With international search report. 

Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the 
claims and to be republished in the event of the receipt of 
amendments. 



(54) TlUe: EPG WITH ADVERTISING INSERTS 
(57) Abstract 



Advertisements (50) 
are inserted in an EPG on 
the screen (40) of a display 
monitor (20) between the 
individual television program 
listings. Specifically, a 
memory (22. 34) stores 
EPG data and advertising 
data. A microprocessor (24) 
is programmed to recover 
EPG data corresponding 
to a number of television 
programs and advertising 
data from the memory. The 
microprocessor controls 
the monitor to display the 
recovered EPG data on the 
screen in lines of television 
program listings. each 
television program listing 
being displayed in a separate 
line, and to display the 
recovered advertising data in 
a line on the screen instead 
of one of the television 
program listings. The EPG 
and advertising data are 
displayed in a first area (46) 
of the screen and a detail 
window is displayed in a 
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second area (44) of the screen. One of the lines of EPG data is highlighted with a cursor (48). A description of the television program 
listing highlighted by the cursor is inserted in the second area. When the line of advertising data is highlighted with the cursor, an 
information relating to the advertising data is inserted in the second area. 
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EPG WITH ADVERTISING INSERTS 



5 BACKGROUND 

This invention relates to electronic program guides that incorporate advertising messages 
or words. 

As the number of television channels available on cable and by satellite expands, an on- 
screen electronic program guide (EPG) become more indispensable. Such an EPG permits the 
10 user to sort the available present and future programming by theme, time, and chaimel. As a 
result, the user can find a program of interest more easily. 

It is costly to collect EPG data for display and to transmit such data to the consumer. 
Thus, there is a need to find a way to recover the cost of these activities. 

15 SUMMARY 

According to the invention, advertisements are inserted in an EPG on the screen of a 
display monitor between the individual television program listings. Specifically, a memory 
stores EPG data and advertising data, A microprocessor is programmed to recover EPG data 
corresponding to a number of television programs and advertising data fiom the memory. The 

20 microprocessor controls the monitor to display the recovered EPG data on the screen in lines 
of television program listings, each television program listing being displayed in a separate line, 
and to display the recovered advertising data in a line on the screen instead of one of the 
television program listings. 

In a preferred embodiment, the EPG and advertising data are displayed in a first area of 

25 the screen and a detail window is displayed in a second area of the screen. One of the lines of 
EPG data is highlighted with a cursor. A description of the television program listing 
highlighted by the cursor is inserted in the second area. When the line of advertising data is 
highlighted with the cursor, a description relating to the advertising data is inserted in the second 
area. 

30 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of apparatus for carrying out the invention; and 
FIG. 2 is a screen format produced by the apparatus of FIG. 1 . 

35 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The disclosures of United States application number 08/475,395, filed on June 7, 1995 
and application number 08/728,614, filed on October 10, 1996 are incorporated fiilly herein by 
reference. As illustrated in the former application, a source of television signals 10 in FIG. 1 
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such as a tenestrial antenna, or a cable is connected to a television tuner 1 1 . The output of tuner 
11 is a modulated intermediate frequency signal contaming video and audio television 

5 information. Tuner 1 1 is connected by an intermediate frequency amplifier (IF AMP) 12 to a 
picture detector (PICTURE DET) 13 and a sound detector (SOUND DET) 14, which produce 
base band video and audio signals, respectively. The audio signal is coupled by a sound 
amplifier (SOUND AMP) 15 to a loudspeaker 16. The video signal is coupled by a video 
amplifier not shown to one input of a switch 1 8. Sound detector 14 and picture detector 1 3 are 

10 connected to the audio and video inputs, respectively, of a video cassette recorder (VCR) 17, 
(Alternatively, television signal source 10 could be directly connected to the RF input of VCR 
17, if its internal tuner and demodulating circuitry is to be utilized.) The output of VCR 17 is 
connected to the other input of switch 18. The output of switch 1 8 is connected to one input of 
a conventional picture-in-picture (PIP) integrated circuit chip 19. The output of PIP chip 19 is 

1 5 connected to the video input of a television receiver or monitor (TV) 20 having a screen (not 
shown). 

An updatable data base of the schedule of program listings of all the available channels 
for a prescribed period of time, e.g. a day or a week, is electronically stored in a program 
schedule memory 22. These program listings typically include for each program the title, a 

20 program description, the day of the week, the start time of the day, the program length, and the 
channel on which the program is transmitted and thus available for reception at source 10. In 
a preferred embodiment of the invention, the period of time for which the program listings are 
stored is different for the guides, depending upon viewer priorities and preferences. For 
example, the information needed to display the TLSPG and CSPG may be stored for one or two 

25 days and the information needed to display the TSPG may be stored for a week or more. The 
data base can be updated by a continuous data link in the vertical blanking interval (VBI) of one 
television channel broadcast to the television receiver in well known fashion. Altematively, the 
data base can be updated by unplugging memory 22 and replacmg it vnlh a memory having the 
updated data base. Memory 22 is connected to a microprocessor 24 that is programmed to 

30 control the operation of the described equipment. An operating program for microprocessor 24 
is stored in a read only memory (ROM) 26. A viewer input device 28, preferably in the form of 
a remote IR controller, is coupled to microprocessor 24 to provide commands from the viewer. 
A video processor 30 is coupled to microprocessor 24. When the viewer wishes to see television 
program listings, microprocessor 24 recalls a portion of the program schedule data base from 

35 memory 22 ^d couples it to video processor 30, where the program listings are formatted for 
display. Preferably, the information stored in video processor 30 is a bit map of what is 
displayed on the screen of television receiver 20. Video processor 30 is connected to the other 
input of PIP chip 19. Preferably, viewer input device 28 controls microprocessor 24 by cursor 
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10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



„.ovement on the screen of television receiver 20. To this end, microprocessor 24 and ^^o 
Tocessor 30are coupled toacursor position re^ster 32. (Alternat^^^^^^^ 
terns of infonnation displayed on the screen by keying into v,e^r mput ^8^^^ 
numbers assigned to these items.) Microproce^r 24 is also coupled to tuner 1 for chamie 
ZgHo vS 17 for play/record selection and start/stop, to switch 1 8 for selection of one of 
its inputs and to PIP chip 19 for selection of the mode of PIP operation. - 

Se format of the electronic program guide is shown in FIGS. 2. format has a 
background area 40 and an overlaid PIP window 42 in the upper left-hand comer of the screen. 
T;?SIeJ.e..5:llp.m.,isdisplayedinasub-area42aofPIPwindo^^^^^ 

^includes a banner and message prompting area 43 at the top of the screen, a p^g^ 
dlLptionarea44 in theupper right-hand comerofthe screen adjacentto PIP w^^^^ 

schedule area 46 below areas 42 and 44. Program description ar.a 44 mclu es th 
stSt^andlength(duration)oftheprogrambeingdescrib^^ In area 46, EPG data remeved 
Tmtrory 22t displayed in lines, each program listing being displayed in a separa^elme. 

can move a cursor 48 vertically to highlight one of the lines of pro^ hstm^ 
lMl^edinarea46.Tl.ehighlightedbackgroundofcursor48andthebackgro^^ 

Son area44arepreferablythe same color or shade. T.e complex 
currently broadcast television program in real time and the current time are displayed m PIP 
ll^ow ^and the audio portion of the television pro^ displayed in PIP window 42 is 
rpnrndnced bv the sound system of monitor 20. 

tog inserts L displayed on *e sc«n bemccn *e Itocs » W/^"^ " 

LT Wiftrefe««e«,nO. ,,fl„adv«tisingi,,sem.rep«r«blyBa„snu«.l.ntt.eVBI 

7Z of fte P-gram schedule tofcn»ation and suned a. Ae .elevision receive, .„ RAM 
l^J^o.Sasanadverdsingtose«memo,,34.P,eferablyfteinsema^« 

:^„f d. pa*e« otinfo^adon a.n„. *e ^ i.e, SIPs, 

i„L are display^!. The appa«<us of HO. 1 funcUons as descnbed m <«'''W'5- *l 
IdLdstogtoseLbeingBcated as partoffce program lisangsdisplayedn,ar.a46a„dd,eb„ef 

program descriptions displayed in area 44. i^PAiuf 
' ^pacd«.n^34andn«nK,,y22c<^dhephysicdlyinconx>ra^.nasu^ R^^ 

Addresses for d,e advertising inserts could be stored as part of Ae pre^sabhshed «me l.sts for 
^^tZ.LvrfAv«chU.eadve«isingto»«a.edisp.a,edUu^«.eaddressesl,nkd,.«^^ 

Sl'XSvertisinginse«s,andeachadvertisinginsertisonlys.oredonee.nm™ory34^ 
linking .he advertising inserts u> d>e toe lisK «-e displayed advert-smg u^ert becon«:s un. 
dej^^dent Tl-us, dre content of d.e displayed advertisements c»>. to some extent, be dtrected 
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to the interests of the vie^vers. Advertisements of interest to housewives would be displayed in 
the mommg and advertisements of interest to children would be displayed in the early evening 
As Illustrated in FIG. 2, an advertising insert 50 is preferably displayed as a line below 
the hstmg, -mC 4 NEWS" of the television program that the advertiser, e.g.. Coca Cola, 
sponsors. However, it is not necessary that there be a relationship between the position of the 
advertiser and the television program, depending on the circumstances. To obtain more 
urformation about the subject of advertising insert 50. the viewer highlights the line with cursor 
48; then such information is displayed ui area 44. instead of information about a television 
program. For example, the announcement in area 44 could inform the viewer that the advertised 
product is on sale in articular retail establishment at a particular price or give an more detailed 
product description. 
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CLAIMS: 

5 1 . Apparatus for displaying advertisements comprising: 
a memory for storing EPG data and advertising data; 
a display monitor having a screen; 

means for accessing the memory to recover EPG data corresponding to^ number of 
television programs; 

1 0 means for displaying the recovered EPG data on the screen in lines of television program 

listings, each television program listing being displayed in a separate line; 
means for accessing the memory to recover advertising data; and 
means for inserting the recovered advertising data in a line on the screen instead of one 
of the television program listings. 

15 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 , in which the EPG data is displayed in a first area of the screen, 
the apparatus additionally comprising: 

means for highlighting one of the lines of EPG data on the screen with a cursor; 
means for displaying a detail window in a second area of the screen; and 
20 means for inserting a description of the television program listing highlighted by the 

cursor in the second area. 

3 . The apparatus of claim 2, additionally comprising: 

means for highlighting the line of advertising data on the screen vnih a cursor, and 
25 means for inserting information relating to the advertising data highlighted by the cursor 

in the second area. 
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